
  

 
 
 
 

 
Dear Parents                                                                                                                               2019 
 

Now that the Summer holidays are behind us, I trust your child has settled into the new school year. 

We as a staff team greatly appreciate the exceptional way that you have prepared the children and 

presented them for school. Be assured we never take this for granted! 
 

We extend a warm welcome to our new Nursery children and our Primary One fresh starts. We trust 

they will be very happy in school! 
 

Waringstown Primary School has traditionally very high standards of behaviour with good 

discipline, which the school actively promotes in our children. I would like to take this opportunity 

to remind parents of the essential role which they play in fostering self-discipline and respect for 

authority. Children from an early age must be taught to listen carefully and respond positively to an 

instruction from a parent or a teacher. Responsibility for discipline rests with the parent, the teacher 

and the pupil equally. 
 

Each Key Stage will distribute a copy of our school rules drawn from the school’s Positive 

Behaviour Policy. Please encourage your child to read and help them understand these rules as they 

are factors for effective learning and development. 
 

Parents are very welcome to come to school to discuss their child’s progress or any other issue. The 

following procedures should be followed: 
 

1 Emergency - Parents should approach the school secretary, Mrs Fitzpatrick, who will  

arrange a discussion with either the Principal or a Senior Teacher. 

2 Non-emergency- Parents should contact the school secretary, Mrs Fitzpatrick, who will  

arrange an interview with a teacher at a mutually convenient time. 

NB   8.45am is not a convenient nor appropriate time to meet with teacher! 

   Mr McCambley is always on duty at the mall door to pass on concerns. 

 

Congratulations 
The whole school community send their heartiest congratulations to Mr A Mitchell 

(Primary 6 teacher) who was married over the summer holidays. We wish him and 

his wife, Carly, every blessing as they set up their new home together. 

 
Welcome back!  
We warmly welcome back Mrs J Boyce (Primary 2 teacher) 

from her maternity leave following the birth of her third child; 

Averie. Hearty congratulations to Mr & Mrs Boyce and family! 
 

Anna Turner 
Following our non-uniform day in June the school was delighted to present Anna 

Turner (Primary 3 Mrs McElhinney’s Class)  with a cheque for £500. The money 

has been forwarded to Ronald McDonald House Charities which is the charity 

that Anna and the Turner family support. 
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Stranger Danger 
All of our children receive information and specific rules about never going into cars / houses 

of strangers. We also teach children to follow the 3 W’s: 

Never go anywhere unless your parents know: 
 

1 Where you are going, 

2 Who you are going with and  

3 When you will be back. 
 

Parents are reminded to enforce this teaching at home and remember that no Primary School aged 

child should be left at home or unsupervised at any time as it places them at risk. 
 

Please ensure that your child knows the safe routines for walking home. It is vital that he / she 

knows who is collecting them from school. As we have several collection points it is simply 

impossible for the staff to know where your child should be ie at the Windsor Hill pedestrian gate or 

the Main Street collection point. It is very helpful if you have one ‘steady’ collection routine in 

place for the children in Primary 1 – 3 in particular, as this helps to form safe home time procedures. 

It can be very distressing for a young child to be waiting in what turns out to be the wrong place! 
 

2.00pm Home time 
The 2.00pm home time is always a cause for concern. 

It is most helpful if your child knows where you will be for collection time. Try 

and stand in the same place. It is very stressful for children and staff if you are 

collecting children from various points or gates. In order to help safeguard the 

children, three Classroom Assistants will be on duty in pink fluorescent 

waistcoats. Mrs A Parker will, as usual, be on duty at the Windsor Hill 

pedestrian gate. Miss C Hill and Mrs S Davidson will be on duty at the main 

school home path again in pink fluorescent waistcoats. Please note that in line with Education 

Authority guidelines staff may not step over our gate to ‘manage’ collections.  

It is important that children should return to these Classroom Assistants should they be unable to 

find you at home time. You will also be able to spot the assistants easily and find your child. 

We have these measures in place to safeguard the children. 
 

Reports  
We wish to alleviate the issue around GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations) as we send 

home our annual reports each June, which I know seems very far off! At the end of this news sheet 

there is a pro-forma which grants the school consent to send home the annual report for the next 

seven years or as long as your child / ren will be with us! 
 

This consent means that we won’t need to seek permission to send the report booklet home with 

your child or home with a child minder. 
 

I would encourage you to sign the pro-forma if you are in agreement. Therefore, if you do not wish 

the report to be sent home with your child I ask that you return the pro-forma stating that this is the 

case. There are two clear options: 
 

Option 1 I permit my child’s June Report to be sent home with my child each year in June 

     or 

Option 2 I wish to collect my child’s June Report from the School Office in person each year. 
 

NB We do require one note for each child in school. 
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Banbridge Speech Festival 
This will take place from Monday 04 – Friday 08 November, 2019. Entry forms  and the fee must 

be returned by Thursday 12 September. 

 

Dogs in the school grounds 
Please note that dogs, however small, should not be in the school grounds as some children are 

unsettled by their presence. A local school did have a serious incident involving a dog and a child 

last year and we do not wish this to occur in Waringstown Primary School. A number of parents 

have sought clarification on this point. Thank you for your co-operation. This is a Health & Safety 

Notice on behalf of the school. We would also ask that you DO NOT allow children to pet or stroke 

your dog! 
 

Nursery / Windsor Hill / Windsor Lodge School Gate 
This gate will open at 8.45am and NOT before. 

 

Please be aware that the above is purely a pedestrian gate for residents of Windsor Hill. For the 

health and safety of our children and all concerned we respectfully request that you do not ‘drop off’ 

or collect children via this gate.  Only children living in the Windsor Hill development may walk to 

school and walk home via this gate. It is vital that we maintain excellent relationships with the 

residents of Windsor Hill and your co-operation in this matter is deeply appreciated.  Please note, as 

this is a pedestrian gate there will not be a patrol person on duty. However, a member of staff is 

present at the gate at 2.00pm and 3.00pm within the school grounds. 
 

 

The School Driveway and New Staff Car Park 
We are simply delighted to see the completion of the new Staff Car Park. This major investment in 

the school campus has been long anticipated and will safeguard our children as they access the 

MUGA Pitch at Break and Lunch via a clearly fenced off path, rather than a busy Staff Car Park. 

This major capital improvement work has greatly enhanced the school campus and we wish to 

acknowledge the investment by the Education Authority. 
 

Parents are respectfully reminded that access via the main school driveway is restricted to staff only.  

NB There is NO DROP OFF facility within the school grounds or avenue!  
 

Children should under no circumstances walk up this avenue even with a parent. Children should 

not be ‘dropped off’ in the school grounds unless arriving late perhaps as a result of a Dental / 

Medical appointment. 
 

The new Staff Car Park is NOT handed over yet. The barrier is raised by a fob. Please do not 

attempt to enter this car park as it is solely for staff use. Please do not block the entrance / exit to the 

Staff Car Park. 
 

The Visitors Car Park is now a small portion of the ‘old’ Staff Car Park whilst the remainder of the 

‘old’ Staff Car Park has become a new Primary 3 Playground; greatly enhancing the children’s play 

opportunities. Mr A Moran and Mr J Magee have kindly, once again, donated all the profit from 

their July and August Football Camps so we have spent this money on outdoor play equipment for 

the new playground space. Thank you must go to these gentlemen who continue to give to the 

school community in such a generous fashion.  
 

As the new P3 playground was basically the former staff car park we are also purchasing bench 

seating for this area as we know some children like the opportunity to sit and chat with their friends 

over their lunch break too. This bench seating is made from recycled plastics and is being purchased 

with money from the School Eco Council. 
 

 



  

School meals 
A school dinner costs £2.60 / day or £13.00 / week. 

Primary One children will stay for Dinner / Lunch from Monday 30 September 

onwards. P1’s also stay in school to 2.00pm from this date onwards. 
 

Each month’s menu is posted on the school website. 

 

Free School Meals (Assistance Forms) 
Application Forms for assistance with Free School Meals and School Uniform are now available 

from the school secretary, Mrs Fitzpatrick. Only parents in receipt of Income Support, Income-

based Jobseeker’s Allowance, Pension Credit, Income-Related Employment and Support Allowance 

or Child Tax Credit are eligible to apply. (An annual taxable income will be applied to the criteria). 

It is very important to note that ALL PREVIOUS ENTITLEMENTS to free school meals expired 

on 30 June 2019. 

No entitlements carry over to this school year.  

Please re-apply! 
 

School Savings Scheme 
Anyone wishing to open an account should contact the First Trust Bank, Lurgan. 

School Savings will be collected on Wednesday normally. 

NB … Some parents open this account in P1 to save solely for the P7 London Trip which is always 

going to be an expensive ‘demand’ on any family! 
 

When should children be in school? 
We respectfully request that parents note children cannot be in school before 8.45am. 

In line with our school policies staff are not in the building prior to this time. It is our 

paramount concern to safeguard your children. Therefore, children must not be in 

school before adequate supervision is in place at 8.45am. In line with school policies 

children should NOT be accompanied by adults into school building.  
 

Primary One parents may enter the building and cloakroom area in September only. 
 

Staff have a duty of care for their class between 8.45am – 3.00pm / 4.00pm therefore they simply 

cannot have a ‘private chat’ outside a classroom door. A short note is always acceptable should 

there be a point of concern for a particular day, an activity or a health matter. 
 

NB All parents / visitors MUST report to the School Office immediately. 

This is in line with our Safeguarding routines and Child Protection Policy. 

It is vital that P2 - 7 parents stop entering the building at 8.45 – 9.00am now that routines have been 

established. 
 

School Fund 
School Fund (for Term One) will be £15 / child or £25 / family. It remains a voluntary 

contribution. Thank you for your overwhelming support of the school in what remains challenging 

financial times! 
 

The Mall doors and school access 

To safeguard the children our buzzer system is in operation outside the main porches. You can press 

the red button to gain entry to the school. We respectfully request that any parent visiting 

school to collect a child should report to the Office immediately.  

We shall then arrange for your child to come and meet you in the central mall. When you 

leave the school via the main mall doors please ensure that you securely push the outer door 

behind you so that it is tightly fastened to the magnetic lock system. 

Children may not buzz visitors and parents into the school! 
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Nursery Interviews 
Parents of Nursery children will be invited to attend ‘Settling In’ Interviews in the 

Nursery Unit on 22, 23 and 24 October 2019.  In order to facilitate these 

interviews nursery children will go home at 11:00am on these days. Further details 

to follow via Mrs Emerson, Nursery Teacher. 

 
 

The Fruit Stop (Primary 3 – 7) 
The Fruit Stop (Healthy Break Shop for P3 - 7) opened for business on Monday 09 September. Mrs 

Erskine will post the shop products on the website and each class will have a Product / Price List 

displayed in their classroom. 
 
 

NUT FREE & KIWI FREE POLICY 
Once again we have a number of children in Nursery and main school who suffer from a severe 

allergy to all nuts and or kiwi. Children with this condition may have a severe reaction, which can 

prove VERY SERIOUS if they come into contact with nuts or kiwi fruit. Consequently, we request 

that NO PEANUTS or RELATED PRODUCTS are brought into school for your child’s break or 

packed lunch. 

It is also our school policy that as many foods contain traces of nuts we do not permit children to 

swap or share food at Break or Lunch. 
 

Grapes in school 
We had two serious choking incidents in school a year ago and the Education Authority have 

released sensible advice that, particularly for young children, grapes should be quartered. Please 

ensure that grapes at Break and Lunch are cut if they are being sent in to school. So many parents 

have carried this advice into their food preparation routines at home. Thank you for your co-

operation as we seek to safeguard ALL of our children. There are over 430 children receiving a 

meal daily in the Dining Hall so we need your help to safeguard our children! 
 

Asthma Register 
The school Asthma Register is being refreshed this month so we ask that once again you 

complete the pro-forma enclosed in this newsletter. Please complete the asthma register 

form even if you have already done so on previous years. 

 
 

Homework / Reading 
Class teachers are heartened by the fact that most parents take an active interest in their children’s 

schoolwork.  Please initial all homework and encourage good presentation.  It is essential that 

books used at home should be ‘backed’ and that all pencils, rubbers, lunchboxes, clothing etc. 

should be clearly labelled to help preserve their ‘shelf life’. We respectfully ask that you do not 

stick tape to the book cover and please refrain from marking Reading books to emphasise certain 

words. 
 

Extra Curricular Activities 
After school activities will commence for senior pupils (P5 – 7) in the week beginning 30/09/19. 

(DETAILS INCLUDED on the website soon). Scripture Union is also offered to Primary 4.  These 

activities are entirely voluntary on behalf of both staff and pupils and all parents should see them as 

such. Please encourage your child to take part! 
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Absence Notes 
Enclosed within this information sheet are two sheets of absence notes to make it more convenient 

for parents when signing for a child’s absence. The child should bring the note on their return to 

school to the Class Teacher.  Additional sheets if and when required will be available in the school 

office or are available to download from Resources tab of the school website.  Otherwise please 

photocopy as you wish.  
 
 

Swimming Lessons 
These began on Wednesday 11 Sept for P6 pupils in Lurgan Swimming Pool. As this is part of the 

School’s Physical Education Programme, a parent’s written note is required if a child is to be 

excused from swimming on that day.  As with other aspects of the Physical Education Programme 

the child who is unable to take part will observe the lesson regardless. 

 

School Uniform 
Please label every item of clothing. 

 

Finally, be assured that the staff and I greatly value your continued support in all school matters. 

 

 

 

(Principal) 

C McCambley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Child  Protection Team 
WPS 

Nursery  

Unit 

Foundation Stage 

 

(Primary 1 & 2) 

Key Stage One 

 

(Primary 3 & 4) 

Key Stage Two 

 

(Primary 5 - 7) 

Principal 

Mrs C Emerson 
(Deputy Designated 

Teacher for  

Child Protection) 

Mrs J Brown 
(Deputy Designated 

Teacher for  

Child Protection) 

Mr M Gault 
(Designated Teacher 

for  

Child Protection) 

Mrs S Sloan 
(Deputy Designated 

Teacher for  

Child Protection) 

Mr C McCambley 
(Member of the Child 

Protection Team) 

Child Protection Governors 
 

Mr T McKay 
 

 

Mrs H Wan 

Asthma Register … Child’s name _____________________  Class teacher: _________________ 
My child has been diagnosed as suffering from asthma. I would like to add their name to the school’s Asthma Register. I will 

provide a spare inhaler for the school asap. 

2018 / 19’s Attendance … 97.1% 
 



  

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

June Report Consent 
 

 

Child’s name:  ____________________     Current Class Teacher: ____________________ 

 

 I wish my child’s report to be sent home each year in the sealed bag. 
 

 I do not wish my child’s report to be sent home each year and instead choose to collect 

my child’s report from the School Office annually. 

 
Parental signature: _______________________________ 

 

Waringstown Primary School 

SCHOOL CLOSURE / HOLIDAYS   2019 / 2020 
 

BANK HOLIDAY Monday 26 August 2019 

AUTUMN TERM COMMENCES Thursday 29 August 2019 and Friday 30 August 2019 
School finishes at 12:45pm on these two days 

PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS 22, 23 and 24 October 2019 
     (School closes for all pupils at 12:45pm) 

 Friday 25 October 2019 
(School closes for all pupils at 12:45pm for the Half Term) 
(Please note pupils not in school w/c 28/10/19 – one week) 

HALF TERM 28 October – 01 November 2019 Inclusive 
School reopens Monday 04 November 2019 

CHRISTMAS School closes 12 noon on   20 December 2019 for the Christmas 
Holidays as below. 
 

Monday 23 December to  03 January Inc 

SPRING TERM COMMENCES   Monday 06 January 2020 

PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS   11, 12, and 13 February 2020 (Tuesday – Thursday) 
 (School closes for all pupils at 12:45pm) 

 Friday 14 February 2020 
 (School closes for all pupils at 12:45pm for the Mid Term) 

HALF TERM Week Commencing 17 February 2020 
(School reopens Monday 24 February 2020) 

ST PATRICK’S DAY Tuesday 17 March 2020 

EASTER Friday 03 April School closes 12 noon - Two weeks for the Easter 
Holidays 
Monday 06 April   – Monday 20 April 2020 inc. 

SUMMER TERM COMMENCES  
Tuesday 21 April 2020 
 
(Proposed P7 London Week Monday 27 April 2020) 
 

MAY DAY Monday 04 May OR Friday 08 May 2020 
(Awaiting EA confirmation as this bank Holiday may be affected by 
the VE commemorations!) 

SPRING BANK HOLIDAY 
 

Monday 25 May 2020 
 

SCHOOL TERM ENDS  Tuesday 30 June 2020 at 12 noon 



  

Waringstown Primary School 
 

First Aid Information 
Dear parent 
 
As part of our First Aid procedures in school we are required to refresh the Asthma Register and the use 
of Anthisan ointment for the relief of wasp stings annually. 
 
Even though our records are updated when you return the Data Collection Form we seek to compile an 
accurate and up to date Asthma Register at the beginning of each year. 
 
If your child has an asthmatic inhaler at home we ask that you provide one for the school to keep over 
the year in case the need arises. The school also has spare inhalers which, if you grant consent, we can 
use in an absolute emergency situation. 
 
Please complete one form for each child in school and return to their teacher. The form must be 
returned regardless of whether your child has asthma or not. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
 
C McCambley 
(Principal) 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Asthma Register 

 
Name of Child: ____________________   Class Teacher:             ____________________ 
 

 
1/ My child has an asthmatic inhaler (one provided 
to school) and I would like them to be included in 
Waringstown Primary School’s Asthma Register:…   

Yes            (Move to No 2) 
 
No  (Please sign and date) 
 
Parental Signature:  ________________ 
 
Date:           ________________ 
 

2/  I grant permission for the school to administer 
the spare inhaler in the case of an emergency 
(ONLY TO BE FILLED IN IF YOU TICKED YES TO 
QUESTION 1) 

Yes        
 
No  
     
Parental Signature:  ________________ 
 
Date:           ________________ 
 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Anthisan Ointment 
 

Name of Child: ____________________   Class Teacher:    ____________________ 
 
I give permission for Anthisan Ointment or Jungle Formula Bite & Sting Spray to be used in the 
event of a sting.                      
 
Parental Signature:  ________________  Date:   ________________ 

 

 

 

 


